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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU STUDENT REPRESENTATION DIVERSIFIED 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University's campus offers 
cultural diversity, not only by having students from 99 of the state's 
102 counties and 35 of the 48 continental states, but also through its 
89 international students. 
Of 10,235 students who registered for the Fall semester with valid 
state codes, 211 are from states other than Illinois. That figure 
includes 51 students from Indiana, 20 from Massachusetts, 14 from 
Missouri and Florida, 11 from Wisconsin and Ohio, and 10 from Michigan. 
The countries and numoer of students from each are: Malaysia, 25; 
People's Republic of China, 14; Canada, 8; Taiwan, 6; India, 4; 
England, 4; Brazil, 3; South Africa, 3; Greece, 2; West Germany, 2; 
Peru, 2; Philippines, 2. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 REPRESENTATION DIVERSIFIED 
Also, Bangladesh, 1; Panama, 1; Kuwait, 1; Spain, 1; Korea, 1; 
Japan, 1; Yugoslavia, 1; Uganda, 1; Ghana, 1; Poland, 1; Belgium, 1; 
Pakistan, 1; Australia, 1; and Thailand, 1. The total represents a 20 
percent increase over last year. 
More than a third of Eastern's 10,000 students come from Chicago 
and the collar counties. Another third come from this area, and the 
remainder from throughout the state and other states. 
The percentage of minority students at Eastern also increased from 
5.9 percent in 1988 to 6.2 percent in 1989. Twelve are native 
Americans, 59 Asian, 75 Hispanic and 538 black. 
Brigitte Chen, Eastern's International Student Services Advisor, 
said the International Student Services Office in Old Main serves as a 
central support unit for international students. 
Many of the 89 international students, representing 26 countries, 
come to International Student Services to receive information about 
immigration, work permits, changes in academic policies and for 
counseling. 
Charleston residents also benefit, since many of these students 
need a temporary place to stay while they find permanent housing. A 
host family has the opportunity to learn about different cultures, 
while familiarizing the students with the Charleston community. 
Eastern's International Student Services Office takes care of the 
international students' special needs, such as organizing social 
activities, teaching them about the American education system, and 
doing what they can to mak~ the students' stay at Eastern successful. 
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James Johnson, Eastern's Assistant Dean of Student Services, said, 
"It is important to allow the international students into the 
University because they provide Eastern's American students, faculty 
and staff with a better understanding of their culture and help improve 
international relations." 
Many international students come to Eastern as a result of 
recommendations from relatives, friends or Eastern representatives who 
travel abroad. 
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